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Constructor to the British navy, published Our Ironclad Ships, ex-
plaining fully the principles of warship construction down to the
stage then reached. In 1888, with E. Simpson, he wrote Modern
Ships of War. But for the work of his principal successor. Sir
William White, see the Life (1923) by Frederic Manning. In
1903 Sir W. Laird Clowes published the last of 7 vols. of com-
posite authorship on the history of The Royal Navy, and in a
chapter on its civil history, 1856-1900, surveyed the technical
changes between the Crimean War and the end of the century.
By that time there were already being issued the two annuals,
which are the chief guides for the rest of the period—Brassefs
Naval Annual (from 1886) and F. T.Jane's All the World's Fighting
Ships (from 1898),
One other biography is of high value as throwing light on the
developments—that of Lord Fisher of Kilverstone (2 vols., 1929) by
Admiral Sir R. H. S. Bacon.
ECONOMIC
(a) general. The best general economic history that touches
the period is the 2nd vol. (1933) of Prof. J. H. Clapham's
Economic History of Great Britain. Unfortunately it only accom-
panies us to 1886. Dr. Gilbert Slater's Growth of Modem England
(I932—a niuch enlarged revision of an earlier book) has also
great merits; it is not, however, solely an economic history, but is
concerned rather to depict the interplay between industrial and
political movements. Both the late Dr. Lilian C. A. Knowles's
The Industrial and Commercial Revolutions in Gnat Britain during the
Nineteenth Century (and edn,, revised, 1922), and Dr. C. R. Fay's
Great Britain from Adam Smith to the Present Day (1928) are books
of high quality. One can also, for this period, refer to the files of
the Economist all through, and from 1878 to those of the Statist.
Government sources for economic facts were before 1886
relatively meagre; after that they rapidly and progressively
became copious. The turning-point was the Royal Commission
or* the Depression of Trade and Industry, whose Reports are Cds.
4621, 4715, 4797, and 4793 of that year (each of the last three
with Evidence and Appendices). The board of trade's statistical
activities were thenceforward greatly expanded under Sir Robert
Giffcn and H, (afterwards Sir H.) Llewellyn Smith; the annual
Abstract of Labour Statistics began its invaluable career in 1889.
The depression of 1892-4 and the organization of the labour
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